
The FN FAL Battle Rifle Weapon 27: A
Legendary Weapon Unraveled
The FN FAL (Fabrique Nationale Fusil Automatique Léger),also known as
the Weapon 27, is a legendary battle rifle that has left an indelible mark on
the history of firearms. Designed by the Belgian arms manufacturer FN
Herstal in the aftermath of World War II, it quickly became a favorite among
militaries around the world and saw extensive use in numerous conflicts
and wars.
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Historical Context

The FN FAL was born out of the lessons learned during World War II. The
war had highlighted the need for a modern, reliable, and powerful infantry
rifle that could replace the aging and outdated bolt-action rifles that were
still in use by many armies.

FN Herstal, which had a long history of firearms manufacturing, took up the
challenge and began developing a new rifle that would meet the demands
of the modern battlefield. The result was the FAL, a gas-operated,
selective-fire rifle chambered in the powerful 7.62x51mm NATO cartridge.

Design Features

The FN FAL was a revolutionary design for its time. It featured a number of
innovative features that made it a superior weapon to many of its
contemporaries.

Gas-Operated System

The FAL utilized a gas-operated system, similar to the M1 Garand, which
allowed it to cycle rounds quickly and reliably. The gas piston was located
above the barrel, reducing fouling and ensuring smooth operation.

Selective Fire Capability

Another key feature of the FAL was its selective fire capability, allowing it to
be fired in both semi-automatic and fully automatic modes. This flexibility
made it suitable for a wide range of combat situations.
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Detachable Box Magazines

The FAL used detachable 20-round box magazines, which could be quickly
changed during combat. This was a significant improvement over the fixed
magazines of earlier rifles.

Folding Stock

The FAL was also equipped with a folding stock, making it more compact
and easier to transport. The stock could be folded to the side of the
receiver when not in use, reducing the overall length of the rifle.

Variants

Over the years, the FN FAL has been produced in a wide range of variants
to meet the specific requirements of different military forces.

L1A1 Self-Loading Rifle

The L1A1 Self-Loading Rifle was the British variant of the FAL, adopted by
the British Army in 1954. It featured a number of modifications, including a
wooden handguard, a different muzzle brake, and a larger magazine
capacity.

FN FAL 50.61

The FN FAL 50.61 was a variant chambered in the 50.61x49mm cartridge,
which was developed for the Belgian Army. This variant featured a number
of internal modifications to accommodate the more powerful cartridge.

DS Armalite SA58

The DS Armalite SA58 was an Australian variant of the FAL, manufactured
by Lithgow Arms. It featured a number of improvements, including a



polymer stock, a different handguard, and a modified flash suppressor.

Legacy

The FN FAL has had a long and distinguished legacy, having served in
numerous militaries around the world. It has seen action in countless
conflicts, including the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the Falklands
War.

The FAL has been praised for its reliability, accuracy, and firepower, and it
remains a popular choice among military and civilian shooters today. It is a
testament to the enduring legacy of the FN Herstal engineers who created
this iconic weapon.

Collector's Value

Due to its historical significance and popularity, the FN FAL has become a
valuable collector's item. Original military surplus FALs can fetch high
prices on the collector's market.

There are also a number of modern reproduction FALs available, which
offer the same classic design and functionality at a more affordable price.
These reproductions are a great way to experience the legendary FN FAL
without breaking the bank.

The FN FAL Battle Rifle Weapon 27 is a legendary firearm that has played
a significant role in the history of military small arms. Its innovative design,
reliability, and versatility have made it a favorite among soldiers and
shooters alike.



Whether you are a collector, a military history enthusiast, or simply
appreciate fine firearms, the FN FAL is a weapon that deserves your
attention. Its legacy will continue to be passed down through generations
as a symbol of innovation and excellence in firearms design.
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