
Nothing In This Is True But It's Exactly How
Things Are: A Deep Dive into the 25th
Anniversary Edition
In 1997, Bob Dylan released one of the most enigmatic and thought-
provoking albums of his career: Nothing In This Is True But It's Exactly How
Things Are. On its 25th anniversary, the album has been reissued in a
special edition that sheds new light on this classic work.

The album is a meditation on the nature of truth, perception, and reality.
Dylan's lyrics are full of paradoxes and contradictions, as he explores the
ways in which we often deceive ourselves and others. The music is spare
and acoustic, creating a sense of intimacy and reflection.
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The 25th Anniversary Edition of Nothing In This Is True But It's Exactly How
Things Are includes a number of bonus features, including a new essay by
Dylan scholar Sean Wilentz, outtakes from the recording sessions, and a
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live performance of the album from 1997. These extras provide a deeper
understanding of the album's creation and its lasting impact.

Themes of the Album

The album's central theme is the nature of truth. Dylan explores the ways in
which we often deceive ourselves and others, and the difficulty of finding
true meaning in a world that is constantly changing.

Another major theme of the album is the passage of time. Dylan reflects on
his own life and career, and on the ways in which the world has changed
around him. The album is full of a sense of nostalgia and regret, as Dylan
looks back on the past and wonders what might have been.

Musical Style

The music on Nothing In This Is True But It's Exactly How Things Are is
spare and acoustic, with a strong emphasis on Dylan's vocals. The songs
are often slow and meditative, creating a sense of intimacy and reflection.

Dylan's guitar playing is also a highlight of the album. His playing is often
intricate and expressive, and he uses it to create a variety of moods and
textures.

Critical Reception

Nothing In This Is True But It's Exactly How Things Are was released to
critical acclaim. The album was praised for its thought-provoking lyrics,
spare and evocative music, and Dylan's masterful performance.

The album was also a commercial success, reaching number 12 on the
Billboard 200 chart. It has since been certified platinum by the Recording



Industry Association of America (RIAA).

Legacy

Nothing In This Is True But It's Exactly How Things Are is considered one of
Dylan's most important and influential albums. It has been praised for its
originality, its exploration of complex themes, and its timeless appeal.

The album has been covered by a number of artists, including Joan Baez,
Johnny Cash, and Bruce Springsteen. It has also been featured in a
number of films and television shows.

The 25th Anniversary Edition

The 25th Anniversary Edition of Nothing In This Is True But It's Exactly How
Things Are is a must-have for any fan of Bob Dylan. The album has been
remastered and sounds better than ever, and the bonus features provide a
deeper understanding of this classic work.

Whether you're a longtime fan of Dylan or you're just discovering his music,
the 25th Anniversary Edition of Nothing In This Is True But It's Exactly How
Things Are is an album that you won't want to miss.
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