
How To Restore Failed Leach Drain Field: A
Comprehensive Guide to Reviving Your
Wastewater Treatment System
A properly functioning leach drain field is essential for a healthy and
efficient wastewater treatment system. However, over time, leach drain
fields can fail due to various factors, leading to unpleasant odors, sewage
backups, and potential health hazards.
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If you suspect that your leach drain field is failing, it's crucial to take prompt
action to prevent further damage and costly repairs. This comprehensive
guide will provide you with step-by-step instructions, expert advice, and
troubleshooting tips to help you restore your failed leach drain field and
optimize your wastewater treatment system.

Understanding Leach Drain Fields

A leach drain field is a series of perforated pipes buried underground that
collect and distribute wastewater from a septic tank. The wastewater seeps
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into the surrounding soil, where it is naturally treated and absorbed by the
earth.

Over time, the soil around the leach drain field can become saturated with
water, leading to a loss of treatment capacity. This can result in sewage
backups, pooling water on the surface, and foul odors.

Causes of Failed Leach Drain Fields

Several factors can contribute to the failure of a leach drain field, including:

Excessive water use: Overuse of water, such as from multiple
showers, laundry loads, or irrigation, can overload the leach drain field
and lead to saturation.

Grease and oils: Dumping grease, fats, and oils down the drain can
clog the leach drain field, preventing wastewater from seeping into the
soil.

Root intrusion: Tree roots can penetrate the leach drain field and
damage the pipes, blocking the flow of wastewater.

Compacted soil: Heavy equipment or construction near the leach
drain field can compact the soil, reducing its absorption capacity.

Restoring a Failed Leach Drain Field

Restoring a failed leach drain field requires a systematic approach and
careful attention to detail. Follow these steps to effectively revive your
wastewater treatment system:

1. Assess the Situation



Begin by observing the symptoms of the failed leach drain field. Look for
standing water, sewage backups, or foul odors. Use a soil probe to check
the soil moisture levels around the leach drain field.

2. Identify the Cause

Once you have assessed the situation, try to identify the root cause of the
failure. Inspect the septic tank for any issues, such as a broken baffle or
excessive sludge accumulation. Check for any blockages in the leach drain
field pipes or signs of root intrusion.

3. Clean the Septic Tank

Have your septic tank professionally cleaned to remove any accumulated
sludge or debris. A clean septic tank will prevent solids from entering the
leach drain field and causing further clogging.

4. Repair or Replace the Leach Drain Field

If the leach drain field is damaged beyond repair, you need to replace
it. This is a complex and expensive process that requires the assistance of
a professional septic system installer.

5. Avoid Overusing Water

To prevent future failures, be mindful of your water consumption. Conserve
water by using low-flow appliances, taking shorter showers, and spacing
out laundry loads.

6. Avoid Dumping Grease and Oils

Never pour grease, fats, or oils down the drain. These substances can
solidify and clog the leach drain field, leading to failure.



7. Keep Trees and Heavy Equipment Away

Tree roots can damage leach drain field pipes, while heavy equipment can
compact the soil. Keep trees and heavy equipment at a safe distance from
the leach drain field area.

8. Aerate the Soil

Aerating the soil around the leach drain field can improve absorption
capacity. Use a core aerator to create small holes in the ground that will
allow air and water to penetrate the soil.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

During the restoration process, you may encounter some common issues.
Here's how to troubleshoot them:

1. Slow Drainage

If the wastewater is draining slowly, it could indicate a clogged leach drain
field. Try cleaning the septic tank and using a drain cleaner to clear any
blockages.

2. Sewage Backups

Sewage backups can occur if the leach drain field is unable to handle the
volume of wastewater. Reduce water usage, clean the septic tank, and
inspect the leach drain field for any damage.

3. Foul Odors

Foul odors can be caused by a failed leach drain field. Check the septic
tank for any issues and ensure that the leach drain field is properly aerated.



Restoring a failed leach drain field requires a combination of technical
expertise and practical troubleshooting skills. By following the steps and
tips outlined in this guide, you can effectively revive your wastewater
treatment system, prevent future failures, and maintain a healthy and
efficient home environment.

If you are experiencing any issues with your leach drain field, do not
hesitate to seek professional assistance. A qualified septic system installer
can diagnose the problem accurately and provide the necessary repairs or
replacements to ensure the optimal functioning of your wastewater
treatment system.

Invest in the restoration of your leach drain field today to enjoy a healthier
and more comfortable home environment for years to come.
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