
From Art Nouveau to Cyberspace: A Journey
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From Art Nouveau to Cyberspace is a sweeping and comprehensive
exploration of the evolution of design from the late 19th century to the
present day. Fully revised and updated, this lavishly illustrated book
features more than 1,000 images, including many rare and previously
unpublished works. Over 600 designers are profiled, ranging from William
Morris and René Lalique to Steve Jobs and Zaha Hadid. The book is
divided into chronological chapters that explore the major movements and
styles of each era, including Art Nouveau, Art Deco, Bauhaus, Modernism,
Postmodernism, and New Media.
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Written by leading design historian Victoria and Albert Museum, this book is
a must-have for anyone interested in the history of design.
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Chapter 1: Art Nouveau

Art Nouveau was an international style of art, architecture, and design that
flourished from the 1890s to the early 1910s. It was characterized by its
flowing lines, organic forms, and use of natural materials such as wood,
glass, and metal.

Art Nouveau was a reaction to the industrialization and urbanization of the
late 19th century. It sought to create a new style that was both beautiful and
functional. Art Nouveau designers were inspired by the natural world, and
their work often featured motifs such as flowers, leaves, and animals.

Some of the most famous Art Nouveau designers include William Morris,
René Lalique, and Antoni Gaudí. Their work can be seen in buildings,
furniture, jewelry, and other objects of everyday life.



Chapter 2: Art Deco

Art Deco was an international style of art, architecture, and design that
flourished from the 1920s to the 1930s. It was characterized by its
geometric forms, bold colors, and use of luxurious materials such as gold,
silver, and ivory.
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Art Deco was a reaction to the austerity of World War I. It sought to create
a new style that was both glamorous and sophisticated. Art Deco designers
were inspired by the machine age, and their work often featured motifs
such as skyscrapers, automobiles, and airplanes.

Some of the most famous Art Deco designers include Jean Dunand,
Tamara de Lempicka, and Paul Poiret. Their work can be seen in buildings,
furniture, jewelry, and other objects of everyday life.
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Chrysler Building, New York City

Chapter 3: Bauhaus

Bauhaus was a German art school that operated from 1919 to 1933. It was
founded by Walter Gropius, and its goal was to create a new style of design
that was both functional and beautiful.

Bauhaus designers were influenced by the Arts and Crafts movement, and
they believed that all objects, from furniture to buildings, should be well-
designed and made from high-quality materials.

Some of the most famous Bauhaus designers include Ludwig Mies van der
Rohe, Marcel Breuer, and Wassily Kandinsky. Their work can be seen in
buildings, furniture, and other objects of everyday life.



Chapter 4: Modernism

Modernism was an international style of art, architecture, and design that
flourished from the 1930s to the 1970s. It was characterized by its
emphasis on functionality, simplicity, and the use of new materials such as
steel, glass, and concrete.

Modernist designers were influenced by the Bauhaus movement, and they
believed that all objects, from furniture to buildings, should be designed to
meet the needs of the user.

Some of the most famous modernist designers include Le Corbusier, Mies
van der Rohe, and Eero Saarinen. Their work can be seen in buildings,
furniture, and other objects of everyday life.
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Fallingwater house by Frank Lloyd Wright

Chapter 5: Postmodernism
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